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The radical organs took the lead in demanding aggressive attempts to
secure more slave states and acquire more slave territory so that the
balance between the slave and free states might be restored. Various
schemes were afoot for increasing southern power. The proslavery group
in Kansas was arranging to draft a proslavery constitution for the new
state they hoped to create. Buchanan was: urged not to interpose any
insistence that their work be submitted to the voters.3 Others realized
that the preponderance of free-state people in Kansas made that scheme
hopeless and began to plan for acquisition of Nicaragua, Cuba, and
northern Mexico. General Quitman was reported to be seeking recruits,
particularly from the discouraged fire-eaters in Kansas, to join him in a
filibustering expedition to Nicaragua. Also to spread its system, the
South needed more and cheaper slaves, and in his annual message that
November the governor of South Carolina called for the reopening of
the slave trade. In December this was debated at a southern commercial
convention in Savannah, and a committee was appointed to report on it
at the next gathering.4
These editorial writers and political spokesmen were none too confi-
dent of Buchanan and the northern wing. They knew how the free-
state Democrats had interpreted squatter sovereignty. They 'had heard
that Buchanan had told summer visitors he was not in favor of the ex-
tension of slavery and he believed Kansas was destined to be free.5 Some
of them, including even the President elect's friend Wise, had not liked
the letter the candidate had written to California, endorsing the Pacific
railroad project. Wise chid him for encouraging a "corrupt Yazoo specu-
lation," and vowed to block Corcoran's great financial schemes.6 South-
ern apprehension was further increased by bad news from Kansas.
Trouble had broken out there again, and Pierce had removed Chief
Justice Lecompte, a southerner, at Governor Geary's instance; this move
was violently denounced.
Southern radicals were watching Buchanan's every step, but he
realized this was no time to satisfy them; to adopt the program of Rhett
and the radicals would lose the party that small margin of votes in the
key northern states needed to remain in power. Buchanan saw his duty
plainly. He must build an administration that would conserve the party
strength and stop the Republican advance. He must seek conservative.